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PUBLIC EVENTS. 



DuitiNU the course of the last month, 
subjects of the most important nature have 

continued to occupy public attention 

Men of all parties looked forward to the 
meeting of the Imperial Parliament, with 
the most intense interest. The sanguine, 
strengthened perhaps by the recent procla- 
tion of George the IV. as King of Hano- 
ver, throwing equally open to individuals of 
all religious denominations, the different 
offices of state in his Hanoverian domi- 
nions, anticipated the removal of penal 
restrictions, upon account of religious te- 
nets. The timid were led to believe, that 
the safety of the State required the sup- 
pression of a self-elected Body, whose in- 
temperance and violent procedure greatly 
contributed to agitate the public mind. 
The friends of moderate measures, whilst 
they deprecated the violence of which the 
timid complained, were led to hope that 
the time had arrived, when the periodical 
tirades of the Roman Catholic Association, 
and the declamatory violence of Orange 
Societies, were, in the spirit of impartial 
justice, to be both superseded by the con- 
cession of the long-sought rights of the 
one, and the positive withholding, not 
merely all legislative, but even semi-mini- 
sterial approbation from the other. 

The state of Ireland, as might have been 
expected, occupied a prominent situation 
in His Majesty's Speech, which we regret 
our limits do not allow us to insert, but 



which is familiarly known to our readers. 
From the tone of the Speech, it required 
little foresight to anticipate the course 
which His Majesty's Ministers intended 
to pursue. A Bill has been introduced 
by Mr. Goulbourn, to amend certain Acts 
relating to unlawful societies in Ireland, 
which was carried, upon its first reading, 
by a majority of 155, — 278 voting for the 
Bill, and 123 against it. Upon the second 
reading of the Bill, the majority was 146, — 
253 voting for, and 107 against the Bill. 
Mr. Brougham's motion, that the Roman 
Catholic Association should be heard by 
Counsel at the Bar of the House of Com- 
mons, was negatived by a majority of 133, 
— 89 voting tor, and 222 against the mo- 
tion. Public attention, during the last 
month, has thus been absorbed in one great 
subject ; the discussion of which in Parlia- 
ment has produced some of the finest dis- 
plays of eloquence, that have been given 
for many years; resembling those that 
astonished and delighted the country, in 
the brilliant days of Pitt, Fox, and Sheri- 
dan; and showing how inexhaustible the 
stores of British genius are, when proper 
occasions occur for drawing them forth. 

The recognition of the revolted Colonies 
of Old Spain, which have already estab- 
lished their independence, distinctly avowed 
in the King's Speech, seems equally politic 
and just. 



PROGRESS OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES. 



RAILWAYS AND CANALS. 

We present here some miscellaneous in- 
formation respecting railways and canals, 
which could not well be introduced in the 
article already given on that subject, in our 
present Number. 

In 1799, at Measham, in Derbyshire, a 
horse, value £20, drew, with great ease, on 
a railroad, twenty-one carriages laden with 
coals and timber, weighing 35 tons, (long 
weight) on a declivity of live-sixteenths of 
an inch in a yard, or one in 1 15. He also 
drew with ease 5 tons up the same : and, 
in another place, he drew 3 tons up an ac- 
clivity of an inch and three quarters in the 
yard, or one in 21. 

At Brinsley, in Nottinghamshire, about 
the same time, a horse, value £30, drew a 
load of 43 tons 8 hundred, (long weight,) 
carriages included, down a declivity of one- 
third of an inch in a yard, or one in 108 : 
and he afterwards drew 7 tons up the same. 



On the Penrhyn railway, Which has an 
inclination of three-eighths of an inch in a 
yard, or one in 90', two horses draw twenty- 
four waggons, containing 24 tons, through 
a stage of a mile and a quarter ; and per- 
form this journey six times a day. The 
railway consists of five such stages ; and 
thus ten horses convey through its whole 
length, 1 44 tons each day. The same work 
formerly employed 144 carts and 400 horses; 
so that, by means of the railway, 10 horses 
do as much as was formerly done by 400. 

On a railway at Alloa, a horse draws rea- 
dily 4% tons of coals, on three waggons, 
which weigh nearly three tons additional ; 
and such is the inclination, that he draws 
hack the empty waggons. He can also 
draw, with great exertion, four such wag- 
gons similarly loaded. 

In 1805, a trial was made on the Surrey 
railway, by Mr. Bankes, in which a horse, 
taken indiscriminately out of a team, drew 



